§ 1370.20 What additional requirements apply to State Domestic Violence Coalitions?

(a) State Domestic Violence Coalitions reflect a Federal commitment to reducing domestic
violence; to urge States, localities, cities, and the private sector to improve the responses to and
the prevention of domestic violence and encourage stakeholders and service providers to plan
toward an integrated service delivery approach that meets the needs of all victims, including
those in underserved communities; to provide for technical assistance and training relating to
domestic violence programs; and to increase public awareness about and prevention of domestic
violence and increase the quality and availability of shelter and supportive services for victims of
domestic violence and their dependents.

(b) To be eligible to receive a grant under this section, an organization shall be a Statewide, non-
governmental, non-profit 501(c)(3) domestic violence coalition, designated as such by the
Department. To obtain this designation the organization must meet the following criteria:

(1) The membership must include representatives from a majority of the primary-purpose
domestic violence service providers operating within the State (a Coalition also may include
representatives of Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations as defined in the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act);

(2) The Board membership of the Coalition must be representative of such programs, and may
include representatives of communities in which the services are being provided in the State;

(3) Financial sustainability of State Domestic Violence Coalitions, as independent, autonomous
non-profit organizations, also must be supported by their membership, including those member
representatives on the Coalitions' Boards of Directors;

(4) The purpose of a State Domestic Violence Coalition is to provide education, support, and
technical assistance to such service providers to enable the providers to establish and maintain
shelter and supportive services for victims of domestic violence and their dependents; and to
serve as an information clearinghouse, primary point of contact, and resource center on domestic
violence for the State; and support the development of polices, protocols, and procedures to
enhance domestic violence intervention and prevention in the State.

(c) To apply for a grant under this section, an organization shall submit an annual application that:

(1) Includes a complete description of the applicant's plan for the operation of a State Domestic
Violence Coalition, including documentation that the Coalition's work will demonstrate the
capacity to support state-wide efforts to improve system responses to domestic and dating
violence as outlined in (c)(1)(i) through (vii) of this section. Coalitions must also have
documented experience in administering Federal grants to conduct the activities of a Coalition or
a documented history of active participation in:

(i) Working with local family violence, domestic violence, and dating violence service programs
and providers of direct services to encourage appropriate and comprehensive responses to family
violence, domestic violence, and dating violence against adults or youth within the State
involved, including providing training and technical assistance and conducting State needs



assessments and participate in planning and monitoring of the distribution of subgrants within the
States and in the administration of grant programs and projects;

(ii) In conducting needs assessments, Coalitions and States must work in partnership on the
statutorily required FVPSA State planning process to involve representatives from underserved
populations and culturally- and linguistically-specific populations to plan, assess and voice the
needs of the communities they represent. Coalitions will assist States in identifying underserved
populations and culturally- and linguistically- specific community based organizations in State
planning and to work with States to unify planning and needs assessment efforts so that
comprehensive and culturally-specific services are provided. The inclusion of the populations
targeted will emphasize building the capacity of culturally- and linguistically-specific services
and programs.

(iii) Working in collaboration with service providers and community-based organizations to
address the needs of family violence, domestic violence, and dating violence victims, and their
dependents, who are members of underserved populations and culturally- and linguistically-
specific populations;

(iv) Collaborating with and providing information to entities in such fields as housing, health
care, mental health, social welfare, or business to support the development and implementation of
effective policies, protocols, and programs that address the safety and support needs of adult and
youth victims of family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence;

(v) Encouraging appropriate responses to cases of family violence, domestic violence, or dating
violence against adults or youth, including by working with judicial and law enforcement
agencies;

(vi) Working with family law judges, criminal court judges, child protective service agencies, and
children's advocates to develop appropriate responses to child custody and visitation issues in
cases of child exposure to family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence and in cases in
which family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence is present and child abuse is
present;

(vii) Providing information to the public about prevention of family violence, domestic violence,
and dating violence, including information targeted to underserved populations, including limited
English proficient individuals; and

(viii) Collaborating with Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations (and corresponding Native
Hawaiian groups or communities) to address the needs of Indian (including Alaska Native) and
Native Hawaiian victims of family violence, domestic violence, or dating violence, as applicable
in the State;

(2) Contains such agreements, assurances, and information, in such form, and submitted in such
manner as the Funding Opportunity Announcement and related program guidance prescribe.

(d) Nothing in this section limits the ability of a Coalition to use non-Federal or other Federal
funding sources to conduct required functions, provided that if the Coalition uses funds received



under section 2001(c)(1) of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to perform
the functions described in FVPSA at 42 U.S.C. 10411(e) in lieu of funds provided under the
FVPSA, it shall provide an annual assurance to the Secretary that it is using such funds, and that
it is coordinating the activities conducted under this section with those of the State's activities
under Part T of title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968.

(e) In cases in which two or more organizations seek designation, the designation of each State's
individual Coalition is within the exclusive discretion of HHS. HHS will determine which
applicant best fits statutory criteria, with particular attention paid to the applicant's documented
history of effective work, support of primary-purpose domestic violence service providers and
programs that serve underserved populations, coordination and collaboration with the State
government, and capacity to accomplish the FVPSA-mandated role of a Coalition.

(f) Regarding FVPSA funding, in cases where a Coalition financially or otherwise dissolves, is
newly formed, or merges with another entity, the designation of a new Coalition is within the
exclusive discretion of HHS. HHS will seek individual feedback from domestic violence service
providers, community stakeholders, State leaders, and representatives of underserved populations
and culturally- and linguistically-specific populations to identify an existing organization that can
serve as the Coalition or to develop a new organization. The new Coalition must reapply for
designation and funding following steps determined by the Secretary. HHS will determine
whether the applicant fits the statutory criteria, with particular attention paid to the applicant's
documented history of effective work, support of primary-purpose domestic violence programs
and programs that serve underserved populations, coordination and collaboration with the State
government, and capacity to accomplish the FVPSA mandated role of a Coalition.



